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October Programs

Slab Planting Program and Demonstration
Saikel and Bonsai

October 3—7 PM

This program and demonstration by Paul Gilbert will cover, where to get
slabs, what kinds of species flourish with slab plantings, how to fasten the
plants on to the slab and how to make a much wall to contain the planting
on the slab.

Everyone is invited a bring an inspiration tree that is showing color for
display!
Ancient Limber Pine Grove
and Suiseki
Collecting Field Trip

8 AM October 28

(Wewill meet and carpool from the Tiny Town Park and Ride) Thiswill be an
all day trip—pack alunch and water and wear comfortable hiking shoes. Stay
tuned for more details!

November 7—Design Concepts—Making Your Tree Larger Than Life!

You won’t want to miss this time by one of our most venerated artist,
Allan Hills. Allan also has something important to say to help you take
your treesto the next level. You won't want to miss.

Elections:

It is that time again. October is the time for nominations for the RMBS
leadership team with elections at our November meeting. Are you open
to serving? If so contact Larry Jackel the chair of our nominating com-
mittee. Have some good ideas? Nominations are received from the floor!
New officers take office after the Holiday Party.

Last Call for membership dues: Inside this edition

. for 2006/2007 : e Picfor the outstanding and totally
: individuals and $30 for afamily. : e  Bonsai Aesthetics book review

Hand your duesto our Treasure : e Calendar
: Don Willis or mail to: :

Don Willis

8553 Gray Ct.

Arvada CO 80003



Book Review

VOLUME 1

Bonsai
Aesthetics

hetic quality of your trees

Bonsai Aesthetics (A Practical Guide)
How to improve the aesthetic quality of your
tress by Francois Jeker

| was so impressed by the two articles entitled
“Creating Deadwood” by Francois Jeker in
Bonsai Today (issues 103 and 104) that | very
much wanted to pick up the book. | was im-
mediately a little disappointed as Bonsai Aes-
thetics contains very little regarding jin and
shari. The cover states Volume 1, so | guess |
will need to also spring for the next volume as
the work on deadwood is really all that and a
bag of chips. (I am not sure how many vol-
umes are scheduled). My $24.95 wasn't a to-
tal waste as the book has some great informa-
tion.

The first section of the book would be typical
items helpful to the novice (i.e. rules of bonsai,
nebari, style, trunk vs. pot ratios, etc.). In the
next section Jeker explores some themes of
art not often explored, void, depth, dynamic,
equilibrium, impulse, rupture, compactness,
asymmetry, rhythm and unity. This section
really made sense and was personally helpful.
I will refer to it again and again as | style.
Jeker seeks to feature trees by well-known
western artist to provide examples of these
artistic themes. | thought this section was
beautiful and interesting but the tie in to the
theme wasn’t always apparent.

| kept waiting for the author to give this simple
minded Colorado boy a basic definition of
“aesthetics™—I guess he assumed that |

should know —duh? | am still having trouble
spelling it! For the simple minded types (like
your’s truly) the pictures are outstanding!

| really do think the section on art makes the
book a “good to have” in my library. | don’t
think it is a “to die for” book, but | am glad |
have it. Bonsai Aesthetics is available from
Stone Lantern. (reviewed by pag)

My favorite quote from the book:

“One day | asked John Naka if he talked to his
trees. He made a look as if he was angry
‘Who do you take me for? Bonsai has nothing
to do with superstition! Of course | don't
speak to them! | am content with listening to
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them™.

SUPERTHRIVE Discussion:

ABSForum has had frequent discussions re-
garding Superthrive. The discussion seems to
resurface every few months. Some swear by
it and wouldn’t dream of repotting without it.
Other think it is simply “Snake Oil.” | recently
read a small article from Europe swearing by
the product. What is your experience? Has it
made a difference for your trees? Has anyone
done any test groups with and without Super-
thrive? What do you do that really works?
What has been a waste of your time and
money? | would like to hear from you...your
comments will be published in next's months
newsletter.

RMBS meets the first Tuesday (7 PM)
for a program meeting and the last-
Saturday of every month for a work-
shop meeting (9 AM). Program meet-
ings are held at the Waring House of
DBG and workshop meetings are
held at the Japanese Garden of the
DBG. (There are no more work-
shops planned for 2006.)
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Mark your calendars:
December 3—Holiday Party

Calendar Dates Around the U.S.

October 1415, 2006 Asheville, NC

The North Carolina Arboretum - "Annual Carolina Bonsai Expo"

November 5, 2006- Sacramento, CA

Golden State Bonsai Federation (GSBFRJonvention XXIX “Bonsai

by the River”

June 2% 24, 2007- Virgina Beach, VA

ABS Learning Seminars 2007-Cavilier Hotel. For more information

log on to ABSbonsai.org

May 31-June 4, 2007 Anaheim, CA

California Bonsai 50th Anniversary Convention—Crowne Plaza.

For more information log on to http://CaliforpiBnsaisociety.org
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