
May 3  NO MEETING  

May 17  

Panel Critique / Styling Suggestions: Pines and Evergreens   

with past Artists of the Year 

Bring a pine, juniper (conifer) tree you would like to receive some advice on.  Former 
artists of the year will lead this program. 

May 28 

Workshop in the Japanese Garden at the Denver Botanic Gardens 

Bring a tree you would like to improve or put some finishing touches on a tree you plan 
to have in the up-coming show..  There will be plenty of assistance and advice should you 

desire. 

June 18-19  

Annual Show at the Denver Botanic Gardens 

 

May Program  

 

It s that time! 
The time is here for renewing our annual 

membership to the RMBS.   Dues are 
$20 for individuals and $30 per family. 

Give your check to our Treasurer, Don 
Willis 

May 2005 

 

Volume 30 Issue 5 

Looking Toward June 

June 7

 

How to Prepare Your Trees, 
Stands and Accent Plants for 
the Show & Blue Atlas Cedar 

June 21

 

RMBS Introduction to Bonsai
This is a great time to come 
and encourage our new mem-

bers! 

 

RMBS Meetings: 
Meetings for the RMBS are held at 7:30pm on 
the first and third Tuesday of each month.  
Meetings are held at the Waring House di-
rectly south of the Denver Botanic Gardens.  
Most folks show up around 7 to share ideas, 
brainstorm, and get some expert advice on a 
certain tree.  Also for all who care to, the 
meeting continues at the local Village Inn with 
pie and coffee and bonsai talk! 
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Alan Hills is demonstrating some techniques for improving  
nebari with the help of Darell Havener  

Remove all roots that grow down. 

Produce nearly-flat cone of surface roots 
Select best radiating roots and remove the others at re-
potting. 

Repot often until the nebari is perfect.   

Alan Hills explained and demonstrated some helpful 
hints on developing root structure and  nebari at a 
recent program. 
1. If the surface roots are plentiful and well distrib-
uted, straighten them by wiring them loosely or tie 
them to wooden splints, using cotton or sisal.  Re-
move excess surface roots  and remove subsoil 
roots at the next planting.  

2. Girdle subsurface extension of the trunk or root 
crown by removing a circle of bark (works well for 
elms and zelkova) or by encircling with heavy alumi-
num wire, twisted tightly into the bark.  (Works well 
for larch, mugho pines; doesn t work for pondero-
sas)  Place flat barrier in soil beneath the girdle.  

3. If girdling with wire doesn t work, graft seedlings 
to root crown.  Place flat barrier in soil beneath 
grafts.  (Pics below are trees Alan previously used 
the girdle method-skewers illustrate the roots 
radiating out from the nebari) 

4. When surface roots are strong, cut off all roots 
below the surface (all below the girdles will probably 
be dead.  

5. Wire or splint roots loosely for one year if they 
need straightening. 

Improving the Root Structure  
and Appearance of the Surface Roots on Your Bonsai  

By Alan Hills   

RO C K Y M O U N T A I N B O N SA I SO C I ET Y 

Roots should appear to anchor the 
tree; they should not be all tangled 

and loose. 
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