
March 15 

   Deciduous Branch Development 
By Harold Sasaki 

You won t want to miss this opportunity to learn from 
one of the greats in Bonsai.  Harold s presentations 
are always informative and helpful. 

Need help getting that Trident branch to  
develop? 
Need help getting better ramification on that 
Hornbeam?  Harold is our teacher and expert! 
    

Our First Workshop of the Year March 26 - 9 AM 
Our Vice President Darell Havener will lead this workshop in the Japanese Garden of 
the Denver Botanic Gardens at March 26, at 9 AM  The focus of this workshop will 
be root pruning and repotting.  This is the right time of year for many of the species 
of plants grown in our area.  You will be able to get repotting advice from expert 
fellow members and help with root pruning demonstrations to the public at the BDG. 

BYOS (Bring Your Own Soil) and tree that you want to repot. 

March 1 

White Elephant  
Auction 

with 

Darell Havener and  

Paul Gilbert  
Dust off those pots, bring those 

trees, tools, stands, etc. etc. 
Bring your checkbooks as you 

will not want to miss this oppor-
tunity to buy or sell those pots, 

or trees, or stands that have 
been sitting around awhile.    

Mark your  
calendars for this always en-

joyable fast-paced RMBS 
evening, March 1, 7:30  

     M a r c h P r o g r a m s  

Editorial Musings 

March is that month where most of us get the 
itch to work with our trees.  The time is get-
ting close, the buds are beginning to swell.   
Get your tools sharpened, soil mix ready, 
your pots cleaned and spend a some time 
studying the next steps for your various trees.   
Look at pictures, make some sketches
spring will be in the air before you know it.  

Our 2005 programs are off to a great start.  
Steve Goodwin did a wonderful job  
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Looking Toward 
April! 

April 5  Improving Nebari 
with Alan Hills and Bring 
Your Own Tree Repotting 
Worshop. 

April 19-What Makes a 
Good Bonsai  Larry Jackel 

enlightening us on all of the Bonsai sites  
available on the internet.  You can find 
Steve s notes at our Website 
WWW.Rockymtnbonsai.org.  

Lou De Herrera did a wonderful pro-
gram on Portulacaria Afra.  You can find 
Lou s notes inside this addition.  Next 
month s newsletter will feature Part 2 on 
Lou s grid wiring technique. 

http://WWW.Rockymtnbonsai.org


I would characterize my bonsai activities in March as observation and anticipation.  Because my collection 
is mostly native material and all outside, there is not much to do.  Listed below are things I try to do: 

- check moisture in all containers 

- pinch unnecessary buds on deciduous trees as they begin to swell to improve design 

- repot deciduous trees (mostly Siberian elm) at the first hint of green in any of the buds 

- I am studying and selecting trees to focus on for the coming season 

- I will fertilize towards the end of the month (foliar spay) 

- I will search for aphids and usually find them 

- March is a good time to collect native material 

- I will urge spring to arrive as soon as possible! 

Jim Robinson 
was a couple 
of weeks 
short of being 
one of the 
original 
members of 
the RMBS. 
Over this 

time Jim has exemplified ex-
cellence in his trees, his pot-
tery, his display skills and in his 
willingness to teach, mentor 
and make a difference.  Jim s 
influence is immeasurable! 

Alan Hills 
brought his 
gift of bonsai 
from the 
state of New 
York.  Alan 
has the kind 
of trees that 
make one 

oohh and ahh..at the shows; 
whether a larch, collected pine 
or a Suiseki.  Alan keeps 
stretching the rest of us 
through his both his excellence 
and teaching.  RMBS is better 
because of Alan Hills. 

The Malcolm Correll Distin-
guished Service Award is 
given to individuals who 
make significant contribu-
tion to the Rocky Mountain 
Bonsai Society and the art 
of Bonsai  over a long pe-
riod of time.  Two of our 
distinguished members and 
former Artist of the Year, 
Jim Robinson and Alan Hills 
were presented this award!  
Congratulations to both.  
                                                

Malcolm Correll Award 

W h a t L a r r y Ja c k e l d o e s w i t h h i s t r e e s i n 
March 

Dick Meleney - Repotting 
and Root Pruning Work-
shop  April 2,  from 9-12 
Dick has invited anyone who 
would like to do some repot-
ting to his home - 7354 S  

Costilla Ct. Littleton,  

303-794-5412.  See Map  

  

RO C KY M O U N T A I N BO N SA I SO C I ET Y 

 

I urge spring to arrive as soon 
as possible.
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Lou Deherrera on Portulacaria Afra 
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Water:  Uses leaves, branches, trunk, and roots as reservoirs which help it tolerate drought 
-Prolific and efficient root system take up water readily. 
-No defense against over watering (let dry out between watering) 
-If it doesn't receive enough water mature leaves will start to shrivel. 
-Use coarse, free draining soil.       
Fertilizers:  Likes more fertilizer than most bonsai. 

-20-20-20 water soluble fertilizer is good once a week during heavy growth season (June \ to August in our area).   
-Once a month the rest of year depending on light. 
-Osmocote at all times (in case I forget). 

Pest and Diseases:  In our climate there is not much to worry about. 
-In humid areas (sunrooms, green houses, sheltered areas, etc) mealy bugs, root mealy  
bugs and aphids are a threat. 

References: Robert J. Baran of Phoenix, AZ Bonsai Society (http://www.users.uswest.net/rjbphx/Portulacaria.html)  
   Mary C. Miller, Bonsai Today Vol. 68, Jul/Aug  2000, page 39/43 

Lou has discovered 1/2 hardware cloth 
as a terrific technique to develop lush 
foliage pads and branch ramification! 


