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Urban Collecting

March 7 at 7 PM

March is a great collecting month, so this program on Urban Col-
lecting with Allan Hills and a panel chosen by Allan will be timely.
Discover what species are easy to collect, places to collect and how

to collect.

March 25 - Workshop

at 9 AM

Our first workshop of the season. Bring a tree to work on! Need a
help with repotting? Bring a pot and a tree? Workshop with be
held in the Japanese Garden of the DBG. In case of inclement
weather go to the front gate of the DBG and ask for the directions/
location of the workshop.

Coming in April

April 4- How to select good bonsai material- by last years Artist of the Year,
Les Siroky.

April 22—Nursery Field Trip led by Darell Havener.

April 29—Workshop- Style the tree you purchased on the Nursery Field Trip!

Some of you did not receive your February Newsletters on time due to the fact some of the newsletters inadvertently went

out with $.37 postage. My deepest apology!

It is hard to think about repotting this morning as it is =13 on my patio, but March is an important month for repotting. Itis
important to repot deciduous trees before they leaf out.

Be watching for the April edition which will feature a column, “Mistakes | Have Made in Bonsai.” This should be especialy help-
ful to the beginners and intermediate artist. If you want to share in this column just email me.

Congratulations to our own Larry Jackel who was chosen as Teacher of the Year and will represent Smoky Hill High School at
the 2005/2006 Colorado Teacher Awards Program.
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Standing on Ceremony

by David Johnson—President, Toronto Bonsai Society (used
by permission Toronto Bonsai Journal, Dec. 2005)

Bonsai are never finished unless they are literally finished.
(Even then, some may get a second life in the form of a
Phoenix Graft or Tanuki.) So as one struggles to get their
bonsai ready for a show, a sort of coming of age, other de-
tails seem remote or non-existent.

What | am leading to are bonsai stands. Good bonsai mate-
rial like bonsai stands in any form are hard to come by. But
the first challenge is being convinced of the need to present
your bonsai with a stand at an exhibition.

A bonsai stand helps the bonsai to stand out. It is placed on
an altar like something special, and it is. The varying heights
of stands helps to place the bonsai closer to eye level so
that viewers can best appreciate the tree. If one looks in
the Kokufu album of the principal Japanese bonsai exhibition
annually put on by the Nippon Bonsai Association at the
Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum, the larger bonsai are
placed on lower stands, the medium size ones on taller
stands and the smallest or shohin, on the tallest stands.

The stands themselves are often art pieces as well. In Japan
and other quality bonsai exhibitions, antique stands are
used. (Old tree, old container, old stand.) If not antiques,
then high quality crafted contemporary stands are built.
That is in Asia where there is a demand for bonsai stands.
There is less call for them in Toronto. But if we want to
present the highest quality bonsai we can, then Toronto
should be demanding quality stands too.

There is an artistic evaluation for picking a stand like select-
ing a container for a bonsai, in the September 2004 Journal,
Bonsai Today. There are other articles in bonsai litera-

ture on the subject. Looking through the Kokufu album is
another good source.

Some may feel that talking about stands is like talking about
the fountain of youth when stands are rare. That is a valid
reaction, but we can do better. Firstly, we have to agree
that an appropriate stand is like an appropriate pot, it makes
the bonsai look better. Then, we have to get that appropri-
ate stand one way or another. Generally, the club, as advo-

cated the use of stands at shows, but kind of left us to our
own devices.

The nice part about getting a stand, is that purchasing it is
often asfar as you have to go. You don’t have to grow
ramification or old bark. Just let the patina develop. Before
each show, clean up the stand and avoid scratches that may

require refinishing. It is even better if you can use a stand
for several bonsai.

After you line up your stand, then the only thing you need is

an accent or companion planting. But that is the subject of
another discussion.

The time to look for a stand is not right before the show!
Don’t know where to get a stand, check out the next column!
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Sources for Stands

Don Osborn - 303-428-6230 Look for the finest stands in

our show, they probably came from Don Osborn. Draw
him a picture and give him the size.

Colorado Bonsai- 12355 W 34th PI.

Wheatridge 303-237-6702 (Check in with Harold he has
several stands)

Redwood Burl Co- 2800 W Chenango, Englewood, 303-
794-7549 (good source for slabs for large trees)

Truong An Inc. 333 S Federal Blvd. #116 (ask to see bon-
sai stands in the back room— smaller sized stands, especially
accent plant sized stands)

Road 104 Dinosaur CO 877-373-3828

Sean Smith 6QQ Eront St. Maryville PA 717-957-4172

_________________
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Winter Watering

It is critical to keep up on your water and not let your trees
today dry out with the dry winter winds frequent to Colo-

rado. Here are some notes on watering from two former
Artist of the Year:

Larry Jackel: | water as needed by checking the moisture |
each pot. All of my trees are dug in for the winter so wa-
tering is minimal. | like to pile snow around the trunks if
snow is available. If the weather has been warm | check for
moisture more often. Currently my root masses are frozen
on the surface so water will not penetrate anyway.

Don Oshborn: My winter water is based on where the
plants are stored, the green house or mulched in the flower
bed. In the green house day time temps get quite warm so
the plants dry out more quickly, so they need moisture
more frequently. And | do as in the summer dig down in
the soil to determine moisture levels. If it feels dry | may
water. The forecasted weather for the night determines if |
water, i.e. if it is going to get below freezing that night I will
postpone watering until the next night time temps are
above 32 degrees. This may sound strange but last year |
watered plants and the next day there was a big block of ice.
I do not mind moisture freezing but having the soil dripping
wet and then freezing is a different matter. The trees | have
mulched in the flower beds | dig down into the soil to de-
termine moisture levels just as the same as in the green
house. If night time temps are below 32 | do not water. |
try to water these trees when day time temps are like in the
40'sand 50's. Then | water as early in the morningto gve
the soil time to drain well before the temps fall, this way |
do not have the roots in a block of ice. | know this sounds
dumb but, | believe this is why | lost trees last year. When
the soil is saturated and it freezes is different than allowing
the trees to drain and then freeze.

ROCKY MOUNTAIN BONSAI SOCIETY


http://www.whitehorsepottery.com
http://WWW.bonsai-suiseki.com
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