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July and August Programs

President’s Program July 18—7 PM

This program will be led by our President Darell Havener—this time will
be especially helpful to new members and those newer to the art of bon-
sai. Darell will focus on how to develop both a collection and atree. All
members are encouraged to bring atree.

Where Are Your Having
Trouble?
August 1- 7 PM

This program will be awonderful
opportunity to “pick the brains” of
others and ask questions about the
areawhere you are most strug-
gling with a particular tree or with
bonsai in general. Bring atree and
an expert panel of Les Siroky,
Don Osborn, Allan Hillsand
Darell Havener will offer advice,
lead discussion and offer feedback
on various trees.

Will Kernswill present the Inspi-
ration Tree.

RMBS meets the first Tuesday (7 PM)
for a program meeting and the last-
Saturday of every month for a work-
shop meeting (9 AM). Program meet-
ings are held at the Waring House of
DBG and workshop meetings are
held at the Japanese Garden of the
DBG.

“Workshop”
July29 -9 AM

Focus of thisworkshop will be on
wiring. How to wire for ramifica-
tion and beauty. Bring your own
tree and wire.

Thisworkshop will be held at the
DBG Japanese Garden. Go to the
front entrance and request direc-
tions to the workshop.

It istimeto pay our member-
ship duesfor 2006/2007

: Dues are only $20. per year for
: individuals and $30 for afamily.

: Hand your duesto our Treasure
» Don Willis or mail to:

Don Willis

8553 Gray Ct.

Arvada CO 80003

Looking Ahead to September

Jerry Meidlik, author of Ficusthe Ex-
otic Bonsai will be our special guest
September 9-11. Watch for more de-
tails on the workshop with will include
select Tiger Bark Ficus material. Jerry
iswithout a doubt the leading expert on
Ficus!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW!

Inside this edition

e Darrell Whitley 2006 Artist of the
Year.

e Report from the June show.

e Cdendar of eventsfor fall



Darrell Whitley—2006 Artist of the Y ear

#hs from Western Kentucky University and a Ph.D. from Southern Illinois University in 1985. He
W joined the Computer Science faculty at Colorado State University in 1986, where he currently
~‘_" grows Ficus Bonsai in his office and serves as Department Chair.
. He has been amember of the Rocky Mountain Bonsai Society for 15 years and largely works with
=a nursery stock and trees grown from seedlings. Over the last decade, Darrell has attended many
i Workshops at the home and business of Harold Sasaki who owns Colorado Bonsai Limited. He has

His introduction to Bonsai occurred during avisit to Morikami Japanese Gardensin Delray Beach,
Floridain 1988. The gardens had been an experimental Japanese Colony 100 years ago; the gar-
dens are now a park and home to awonderful Bonsai collection--including trees ranging from traditional Pine Bonsai to
tropicals such as Banyan-style Ficus Bonsai with agrial roots. Darrell was inspired and had to try growing Bonsai.

He read every book he could find on the subject. Thiswas not always as helpful as it might seem; while they provide won-
derful examples of great Bonsai, many books provide more inspiration than information concerning the care and creation of
Bonsai. The special mixes of Bonsai soils can be particularly confusing. After several of hisfirst Bonsai died, he found out
about the annual Bonsai show here at the Denver Botanic gardens and the Rocky Mountain Bonsai Club. The Club offers
workshops that provide an extremely helpful hands on learning experience. With this information base, everything started to
come together.

Early on, Darrell decided to work with nursery stock and to grow trees from seedlings. He feels that collecting wild trees
should be left to mature Bonsai artists: unless handled with expect care, collected trees will most likely die. Garden centers
offer awide selection of trees that can be trained to become Bonsai, such as Ficus, Buffalo junipers, Alberta spruce, Mugo
pine and Colorado blue spruce. Darrell became particularly interested in spruces because they have small needles and con-
trasting spring colors. And while the blue spruce and Englemann spruce are native to Colorado, there seems to be very few
good examples of Colorado blue spruce as Bonsai.

Darrell very much sees Bonsai as aliving art form. Looking at a collection of high quality Bonsai, such as can be found at
the annual Father's Day show of the Rocky Mountain Bonsai Society, one can see artistic diversity: there are delicate and
graceful trees, there are strong and powerful trees; some trees invoke a sense of stillness and quiet, others of movement and
drama. In addition to the artistic attraction of good Bonsai, these trees are also magical and surprising.

More than 15 years after becoming interested in Bonsai, Darrell still considers himself a student. Heis till learning and ex-
ploring new styles, and his Bonsai get a bit better every year. He maintains a collection of approximately 40 trees, many of
which have been in training for more than 10 years.

Show Report

The thirty-seventh annual celebration of our bonsai art was a wonderful success. Thirty artist showed 92 bonsai
accompanied by several viewing stones and many accent plants. The continued improvement in the quality of
our trees was appartent from the many positive comments coming from both the club membership and the view-
ing public. | wish to extend a thank you to all of the volunteers that made this year’s show possible. Special
thanks go to Nate Bryant for his work with the raffle and to Stan Tarum for his expertise during set-up and take-
down of the show. Will Kerns has accepted the position of show chair for the thirty-eights annual show and he is
looking forward to your support next year. —Larry Jackel

Special thanks goes to Larry Jackel who again did a yeoman job as show chairman. Our shows is much further
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Inspiration Trees (from the June Show)

Leadership Team

Calendar Datesto Note

Darell Havener
President

Steve Goodwin I

Don Willis
Treasurer

Paul Gilbert
Secretary

Les Siroky
Program Chair

Larry Jackel
Show Chair

Nate Bryant
Librarian

Stan Tarum
Membership Chair

John Gelwick,
Don Oshorn,
Terril Samuelson
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303-239-0242
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August 1—Where Are Your Having Troublgf?ogram.

August 26—Jin, shari and carving workshop.

September 5—Fall Techniques for all Specipsogram.

September 910—Jerry Meislik workshop.

September 11 Jerry Meislik and all RMBS members at the DBG!

September 30- Garden Tour, Barbeque, and select nursery field
trip in Greeley.

October 3—Sab Planting demonstration and program —everyone
brings an “Fall Color” inspiration tree.

October 28—Limber Pine Grove and Viewing Stone collecting
field trip.

November 7—Design Concepts—Making Your Tree Larger Than
Life!

December 3—Holiday Party

Editor s Note: My apology for the tardiness of the July newsletter  If you have some good pictures
of June show...I would really appreciate you putting them on a disc for me . | want to continue to
run pics of show trees in the newsletter, mine didn t turn out good.
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