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Show Chair

Nate Bryant 303-770-1299 This program is really part two on Colorado native spruce. Jerry

Librarian Morris will pick up where Darrell Whitley left off. Jerry is an

Stan Tarum 2039870239 expert on collected materials, collecting, keeping them alive, and
g giving them a natural Rocky Mountain style. Jerry owned his

Membership Chair . . .

own business as an arborist and presently has been tasked with

John Gelwick, 303-936-3284 landscaping a large arboretum in Aspen. As you can see from

Don Osborn, 303-428-6230 the picture Jerry has some beautiful spruce.

Terril Samuelson 303-840-6448

Members-at-aige * Note the new time

February 7 Craig Coussins =Tuesday February RMBS

Craig Coussins, a world-renowned expert on bonsai, has been teaching and lecturing
on bonsai since 1978 and growing bonsai since 1973. In addition to being the foun-
der of the Scottish Bonsai Association and founding committee member of the Fed-
eration of British Bonsai Societies, Craig has written four or five books on Bonsai.
He was mentored by John Naka. Craig has an excellent eye for art and is a accom-

plished photographer. Our friends from the Northern Colorado Bonsai Society have

graciously shared Craig with us for this evening of fun and learning. Mark your calen-
dars now! Craig will also be conducting workshops on February 8 at the Fort Collins
Nursery. For more information see the RMBS website.




. Where do you get your inspiration?

Some are inspired by the form and styling rules of
Japanese bonsai. Where would bonsai be without the
inspiration, instruction, and intelligence of the Japanese
artistry? Robert Stevens is inspired by the convention of
rules and styling but doesn’t stop there. Robert writesin
his beautiful book Vision Of My Soul, | find that the Japa-
nese penchant for specific conventions of styling and form is, in
fact, derived from the common fundamentals of visual art-
istry—the same ones used by most cultures and utilized for
centuries. | believe there is nothing wrong with seemingly dog-
matic and rigid rules being taught, because each rule is simply
a useful convention and an important lesson behind it. Unfor-
tunately, most bonsai enthusiast simply swallow these rules
without digesting the lessons. Consequently, many mistake a
list of helpful conventions for an ironclad checklist of absolute
rights and wrongs. This sort of mistake greatly decreases any
chance they may have of creating artistry. (used by permis-
sion)

Salvatore Liporace of Italy writes that he receives
inspiration from the treasure trove of his child-
hood.

When | was little more than a child, | was stretched out, cool
and rested, in the shade at the foot of a great olive tree...the
intense scent of rosemary, a piece of sky glimpsed through the
branches, the dipping sounds of my father’s shears reaching
my ears. He was pruning the grapevine, and every once in
awhile | heard his voice calling me, for he wanted me to help
with the pruning, as if it were a rite of passage. | answered
lazily and continued to enjoy myself, observing the rosemaries,
maltreated by the salty winds, the dead branches wrinkled and
broken by constant battle with hot winds in an arid climate.
Today the scenes of yesterday surface, vivid in my memories,
and | feel them as a part of myself. Each of us has acquired
within ourselves a personal treasure trove of images and
scenes, accumulated during our lifetime, far-off scenes from
childhood and more recent scenes which are suffused with
emotion. Itis this personal experience which brings us closer
to the plant which is to be worked. From this block of images
and subjective sensations, we need to create a scene which is
understood by everyone, real, in the most objective way. Only
in this way will the form inspire. (Used by permission from
“Bonsai Magazine” N ovember-December 2000, page 13 “The
Great Olive Tree” and Savatore Liporace.)

Certainly bonsai may be inspired by remembrance...a tree
is styled, cared for the beloved because it brings us back

, to that never forgotten moment or scene.

» Others are inspired by studying the giant and

* beautiful trees of nature. What a privilege, taken so
* for granted, in living in colorful Colorado. What a great
* place to study the art forms of a tree in nature. Gaze
*upon that Ponderosa from afar, it has a one and a two
*branch..wait where isthe three? It doesn’t matter.
*Shaped by wind and elements it apically points to the skies
:in al of itsdory. It’slarge limbs weighted and anged
.down from decades of snow. It’strunk twists and
Jturns...if it could talk what stories it would tell? Move
Closer, smell the butterscotched smell of that ancient
Jrownish orange bark, listen to the wind in those forest
green needles. Look at the shari and jin scared by lighten-
ing and rain. Wow a form to behold, a tree to emulate.
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What inspires you? The beautify and convention of Japa-
nese masters? Taking the rules to another plane? Your
childhood remembrances? The beauty of nature? Whatever
it is, allow yourself to be inspired! Life is too short to be
uninspired. If the artist is uninspired, soon the trees will
reflect that lack of inspiration. PG

(Opnions expressed in the editorials are not necessarily those of the lead-
ership or philosophy of RMBS)

2006 Schedule

January 3 and February 7 (see page one)
February 8 Craig Coussins at Ft. Collins Nurs-
ery, (for more info contact Northern CO Bonsai Society)

February 11-19 Colorado Home and Garden
Show-Denver Convention Center

March 3-5 Ecther’s Expo
March 7 Urban Collecting— Allan Hills
March 25 Workshop
April 4 How to Select Good Bonsai Material—
Les Siroky

April 22 Nursery Field Trip

April 29 Workshop “Syle your tree purchased
on the field trip”

May 2 Grasses for Accent Plants— Kelly Grum-
man, from Timberline Nursery

May 20 Trim Ponderosas at Takayama Park
May 27 Workshop
June 6 Prep of Trees for the Show—Paul Gilbert
June 17-18 Annual RMBS Show at DBG

June 24 Mugo Pines Workshop
July 18 President’s Introduction to Bonsai -
Darell Havener

The rest of 2006 programs and workshops will be an-
nounced at a later date. Mark your calendars for the
first Tuesday (7 pm) for a program meeting and the

third Saturday of every month for a workshop meeting

(9 am). Program meetings are held at the Waring

House of DBG and workshop meetings are held at the
Japanese Garden of the DBG. In case of inclement
weather, go to the front entrance and request direc-

tions to the workshop.

ROCKY MOUNTAIN BONSAI SOCIETY



Malcom Correll Award

The Malcolm Correll Distinguished Service Award is given
to individuals who make a significant contribution to the
Rocky Mountain Bonsai Society and the art of Bonsai over
a long period of time. At the recent Christmas Party Dick
and Beth Meleney were presented this award. (Pictured
with President Don Osborn) Dick and Beth have meant
so much to RMBS over the years through their service to
the club. Itis hard to start recounting all they have done,
because there are so many little things that have made a
big difference. They have met a huge need by providing
storage for the RMBS Tokonoma and the screens used at
the annual show. They have helped with the holiday party
over the last several years. Mainly they just show up and
when they see a need, they jump in to fill that need. They

have been a model of excellence for members within
RMBS.

Dick first got into bonsai in1953 in San Diego, CA. Dick
used to go to this nursery to pick up landscape plants and
watch Mr. Yako (who spoke no English) prune and create
bonsai. By Dick’sthird visit, Mr. Yako had a stool pulled
out and pointed for Dick to sit down. Dick was hooked!

Beth has had her hand in bonsai aso. Dick and Beth’s son
Dave sold some trees from the roadside, Beth styled many
of those trees sold. Anyone who has been in Dick and
Beth’s backyard, know they are both hooked!

Dick was instrumental in Kai Kawahara Memorial. The
memory of Kai is honored each year at our annual show.
In the 1986 BCI Convention in Minneapolis in Dick had the
outstanding tree in the show. The tree became the
“center-piece” tree of the show. He was one the key
players in hosting the ABS convention in Denver in 1997.
Dick has been a mentor both on collecting trips and in

sharing his knowledge with new members in the club.

Thank you Dick and Beth you are well deserved recipients
of the Malcolm Correll award!
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Holiday Party Report:

Our Holiday Party was a great success with a fun

time by all. The food was great, the raffle was fun

(how did Howie get all of those small pots?) the cen-
terpieces by the Meleney family were wonderful and
the friendship was priceless. Among the special

events, incoming President Darell Havener made a
special presentation of the book Vision of My Soul

to outgoing President Don Osborn. (pictured).

Don Osborn has distinguished himself as an excel-
lent president and provided strong leadership during
a time when the club needed a good leader. RMBS
is better today because of the follow through, the
warmth and care, and hands on leadership that Don
provided. Don will continue to serve as a member
at large for RMBS and through his excellence in bon-
sai and brilliance in bonsai display stands. (see be-

low). Don thank you so much for your leadership
and for making a difference for all of us.



