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Craig Coussins
February 7 at 7 PM

Demonstration

You won't want to miss this Master from
Scotland. Craig will entertain you as he
demonstrates his artistry and skills on a

Colorado Spruce.

February 8 - Workshops

at 9 AM 1PM & 6:30 PM

Craig will lead workshops at the Fort Collins Nursery, 2121 E. Mul-
berry, Ft. Collins. The cost is $60. (bring your own tree). To sign
up call the Ft. Collins Nursery (970-482-1984) or
Barbara Rich at (970-663-3046). Payment for the workshop may be
made through the nursery. The number of people for each work-
shop is 10; however, observers are welcome for $20. per person.

Forest Planting created
By Craig

LOOKING AHEAD INTO MARCH

March 7— You won’t want to missthe program entitled, “Urban Collecting” - This will be
an informative panel discussion led by Allan Hills on how, what, when and where to find bon-

sai material in and around Denver.

Our first workshop of the year will be held at the DBG on March 25!



. Don’t be lulled! (editorial) 2006 Schedule

Wow! This mild winter is almost lulling us into spring

. February 11-19 Colorado Home and Garden
- fever, but don’'t you be lulled my dear bonsai friend.

M s that world f fhpr er b Show-Denver Convention Center

* My guess is that world famous furry forecaster, Punx- ,

. sutawney Phil, will see his shadow on February 2. March 3-5 Ecther’s Expo

- Bwenif the little rodent, Fhil, doesn't see his shadow, March 7 Urban Collecting— Allan Hills
* don't be lulled... it is has been springHike but winter is March 25 Worksh

" “acoming”. February can be very cold and dry and arch 25 Workshop

. March is usually very snowy and wet, even after the April 4 How to Select Good Bonsai Material—
- firgt day of spring, March 20. During these cold, “eat

* some warm soup” days there are things to care for. Les Siroky

. Have you got your planting mix, sifted and mixed? Go April 22 Nursery Field Trip
. on a collecting trip for decomposed granite or to the i “
+ feed Sore to purchase turkey grit. It’ll put you in the April 28 Workshop "Syle your tree purchased

" mood! Got the pots cleaned and screened up? (| on the field trip”

. hate it when | am ready to pot a tree and | forgotto ~ April 30-May 7 BCI 2006 in Shunde City, Foshan

- put the screen on the holes at the bottom of the pot, China (see BCI website)
- arghh!?) Got your wire annealed? It might feel good

red May 2 Grasses for Accent Plants— Kelly Grum-
-0 stand next to the “barbie” in February! man, from Timberline Nursery

May 20 Trim Ponderosas at Takayama Park
One of the things I enjoy this time a year is walking
- around my trees and making a list of which trees need May 27 Workshop

.repotted This gives me a chance to see if | have left June 6 Prep of Trees for the Show—Paul Gilbert
*wire on or there are signs of mites or scale insects.

. , o June 17-18 Annual RMBS Show at DBG
-Late February and early March is a terrific time to _ _

.Sart repotting, but don't fail to be lulled by the June 15-18 ABS in Saratoga Spring, NY (see ABS
-warmer days and not provide protection for your trees. website)

“The average last day of frost in Denver is May 15. In ;

“addition to providing protection long into spring, don't June 2_4 Mu’go Pines Workshop _
forget to water your trees, the warm days and dry July 18 President’s Introduction to Bonsai -
winds can really dry them out., but if the root ball is Darell Havener

Yotally frozen, the water will just run off.....FG October 2006 3rd International Stone Apprecia-
é%ﬁé;a?(? tﬁétgaen'gorma“on you read in this, not <o official tion Symposium in Harrisburg, PA

The rest of 2006 programs and workshops will be an-
nounced at a later date. Mark your calendars for the
first Tuesday (7 pm) for a program meeting and the

third Saturday of every month for a workshop meeting

(9 am). Program meetings are held at the Waring

House of DBG and workshop meetings are held at the
Japanese Garden of the DBG. In case of inclement
weather, go to the front entrance and request direc-

tions to the workshop.
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN BONSAI SOCIETY
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Who is Craig Coussins?

Craig Coussins started growing Bonsai in 1972, and after a
meeting in 1976 with UK’s leading master at that time—
Peter Adams—studied under him for 8 years. Craig met
John Naka in 1984 when John came to Edinburgh in Scot-
land. Visiting John frequently over the years in Los Ange-
les Craig was inspired by John to become a bonsai teacher.
A dance shoemaker by profession, his bonsai hobby has

become one of life’s passions- wife Svetlana being another.
(pictured below)

From 1985, he started teaching internationally and has
been a convention speaker and leading workshops in
America, Russia, Belgium, South Africa, New Zealand, Aus-
tralia, Singapore and Italy. He has traveled extensively in

America and has been a convention speaker and worked
with numerous clubs.

Craig has authored four successful books. The most re-
cent one, Bonsai School is an international best seller for
its format, images and content. His new book especially
commissioned by Sterling Press is Bonsai Workshop ,
which will be published in North America in July 2006.
Bonsai Workshop is directed at intermediate to ad-
vanced bonsai growers. It also features many of Craig's

landscape images where he has found Yamadori through-
out the world.

Craig is presently writing a book on the Chinese Garden
and has spent the past three years photographing Chinese
Gardens outside China before going to spend a few
months in Suzhou to complete the book during 2007. He

still maintains a small collection of around 40 trees, mainly
Yamadori.

Species loved: Pines, Maples, Yew and Larch but he
works with most species in the course of his travels.

Preferences: Design and development of material that’s
lost its way. Style preferences are forest, formal and infor-
mal upright. Although these days his size preferences are

small to medium size, he still has some very large trees as
can be seen in his books.

Little known facts:  He plays Native American Flute and
Singing Bowls, is passionate about Suiseki, and for 30 years
has owned a company that makes Irish and Scottish dance

shoes. Fall 2005 had 2 grandchildren by his son and daugh-
ter.



