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Holiday Party
December 3
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Set up at noon, eat at 1 PM
Our holiday party is a potluck with the club providing the meat.
For questions regarding food, contact,
Darell Havener or Les Siroky
e Hillcrest Condominium Club 9968 Appletree Place,
e Thornton, CO

Directions: West on 104th from 1-25 (0.6)
Left (south) onto Croke Dr. (0.5)
Right (west) onto W 100th Ave (0.1)

Left (south) onto Appletree PI (0.1)

o Items for the raffle are encouraged, all proceeds go to RMBS
(You may also print a map from Mapquest)
NOTE:THERE WILL BE NO PROGRAM AT THE DBG FOR
DECEMBER
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The Problem with the Media

The problem with the media is that sometimes they report something as
fact, when it reality it is yet a developing story. This editor of this fine
publication reported that 2007 RMBS officers were elected when in fact
it was only a developing news story; they had simply been nominated.

Fortunately the RMBS members bailed out this sorry member of the
bonsai media by electing all of those nominated. Congratulations to
those now officially elected:

Society

Darel Havener, President; Steve Goodwin, Vice President; Don Willis, Treas-
urer; Paul Gilbert, Secretary; Les Siroky, Program Chairman; Will Kerns,
Show Chairman; Nate Byrant, Librarian; Stan Tarum, Membership Chairman;
John Gelwick, Don Osborn and Terril Samuelson, Members at Large.

Executive Committee

ERMBS Executive Committee will meet Tuesday, December 5, at 7 pm at
i Darell Havener's home, 9485 Lombardi Lane, Lakewood. The Executive
§Committee will be planning the meetings for the first 6 months of 2007!

Rocky Mountain Bonsai

§Directions to Darell’s house: go to 10th and Kipling-go east on 10th take
'the second right which will be Lombardi. It is the 1st house on the left. If
you get lost, call Darell 303-257-6220.



Larch as Bonsai

The various species of the genus Larix— the
larches—are deciduous conifers that present excel-
lent opportunities for bonsai. Larix species offer
interesting bark only after a few years, toughness
and the opportunity for grace.

Larix laricina, the Tamarack, is native to southern
Canada and the U.S. north of Detroit. Larix kaem-
pheri, the Japanese larch, is available in a weeping
variety. Larix decidua, the European larch, is not
often available. All three are conical in nature, with
bright green needles turning gold to yellow in the
fall.

Larix is suitable for all styles of bonsai except the
broom style. Most examples are informal upright.

Place in full sun in growing season. Water daily in
growing season and do not allow to totally dry out
in dormancy.

Feed ever two weeks May-August

...needles should form compact clusters. If needles
become long and droopy, cut back on feeding and
reduce watering.

In spring, pinch back shoots to retain existing
shape or allow to grow as developing shape. (it's
amazing how fast shoots can grow in spring.)

Check roots in spring while still dormant (no green
showing) to guard against tree becoming pot-
bound. Root pruning is commonly necessary.

Wiring is best reserved for winter when foliage will
not be damaged and twig and branch structure can
be clearly seen. Watch for bursts of growth which
can produce wire cut.

Consider developing in a large but shall container
in the ground, lifting when dormant for work on root
structure. (Living in a pot typically retards growth.
An advantage when a desired shape is achieved is
often a disadvantage when growth to that shape is
desired.)

Unglazed brown pots are typically regarded as
most suitable.

—Thanks to Cleveland Bonsai News and Minnesota Bonsai—
December 1998.
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Allan Hill's Semi Cas-
cade Larix Laricina

. from the 2004 RMBS
| Show.

+ In Denver every year, large larches disappear!
City workers assume they are dead pine trees
and consequently cut them down.

¢ Larch makes nebari very quickly through a gir-
dling process. A wire very tight around the
base of the trunk cutting through the outer bark
will in a very short time respond with surface
roots.

¢ One of the things that makes Larch such good
bonsai is they are very hardy and very forgiv-
ing!

¢ Home Depot and other nursery outlets in the
area have been carrying some Larches in
spring...make sure they are not planted in clay.

Paul Gilbert’'s
Forest

Larix
Kaempferi
RMBS 2004
Show.

Larches are especially beautiful
| as they are budding out, the
buds are verdant green!

| am sorry | do not know the

| owner of this bunjin style larch.

ROCKY MOUNTAIN BONSAI SOCIETY



Things to do in December

December is the month to close your eyes and imagine
what your trees can be. How could that tree be re-
shaped? What would it look like without that one
branch? Give pencil sketching a whirl and slowly you will
surprise yourself!

Itching to still work on your trees? Work on jin; not creat-
ing new jin from live wood, but shaping and sculpting
deadwood. Take note of the excellent series of three
articles on creating deadwood in Bonsai Today, volumes
103-105.

It has been unseasonably warm, so don’t forget to check
the moisture levels on all of the trees. This is the time of
year that one tree may be wet and the tree next to it,
bone dry. Make sure the root balls on your trees don’t
totally dry out. Should we have any of the flaky white
stuff....the fluffy kind of snow makes for a great insulation
blanket for your trees. Take care when piling it up on the
root balls not to inadvertently damage the brittle
branches.

Remember to keep rotating your tropical trees weekly so

that part of your tree is not closer to the light source
than other parts. My tropicals are in an out of the way
place, so | have to be careful that | don’t forget about
them and let them dry out too much. Perhaps you
experience growth in your tropicals if you have a
greenhouse or extra bright light. My goal is always
simply keep them alive through the winter. Keep
them alive by not forgetting about them.

Be vigilant this time of year that some of the bugs that
came in from the outside begin to make themselves
known. At the first sign take appropriate action. Also
don’t forget predators that can creep into the garage,
your cold frame or bunkers! The point of this little
editorial is even though you have put your trees to

bed, don’t you slumber; keep watch! PAG (As always my
editorials do not necessary reflect great advice or the views of
RMBS at large.)

News Notes

Leadership Team I
Darell Havener 303-2576220
President
Steve Goodwin 303-944-8355
Vice President and webmaster
Don Willis 303-427-7275
Treasurer
Paul Gilbert 970-330-7991
Secretary
Les Siroky 303-496-0533
Program Chair
Will Kerns 3039794574
Show Chair
Nate Bryant 303-770-7299
Librarian
Stan Tarum 3039870239 Our
Membership Chair
John Gelwick, 303-936-3284
Don Osborn, 303-428-6230
Terril Samuelson 303-840-6448
Members-at-arge
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Journal of Japanese Gardening tour

The Journal of Japanese Gardening will be offering an 11
day tour of Japanese Garden starting in Kyoto. The tour will

focus on backstreet and residential gardens.
May 16-28
For more information call 207-273-7907
www.rothteien.com

Volunteer Opportunities at the DBG
Japanese Garden

If you would like more information on how to work in the
DBG Gardens give Larry Jackel a call.303-693-2991

Harold Sasaki
thoughts and prayers are with Harold Sasaki after

having emergency surgery. Hal we hope for a speedy

recovery!
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