
Holiday Party

 

December 4  
Set up at noon, eat at 1 PM 

Our holiday party is a potluck with the club providing the meat.  
For questions regarding food, contact, Nate Bryant, Les Siroky or Don 

Osborn (phone numbers to the left)  
Hillcrest Condominium Club 9968 Appletree Place, 

Thornton, CO 
Directions: West on 104th from I-25 (0.6) 

Left (south) onto Croke Dr. (0.5) 
Right (west) onto W 100th Ave (0.1) 
Left (south) onto Appletree Pl (0.1) 

Items for the raffle are encouraged, all proceeds go to 
RMBS  

RMBS Executive Committee Meeting

 

December 6 
This is the planning meeting for 2006 held at the Waring House.  

Mark your schedules for 2006 meetings

 

1st Tuesday of each month a Program Meeting at 7 PM (note new 
time) in the Waring House. 

We will going to a one program meeting a month format in 2006 due to lack of meet-
ing space at the DBG. 

3rd Saturday (March-October) a Workshop Meeting at 9 AM in 
the Japanese Garden of the DBG. 
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For What It is Worth: How to Get the Most Out of Your Club

 

You are in a bonsai club, you might as well get the most out of it.  There are some simple ways to maximize your club ex-
perience.  Always show up showing up is two-fold: First you never know when you are going to get that next nugget of 
key information that will take your artistry to the next level.  Second, you never know who is going to need something that 
you have learned...it is true, you can t help another learn without growing yourself!  Bring a tree and ask for ad-
vice...most of us don t see our trees as they really are we are too close to them. Oh sure, we see that basic flaw, but one 
of your friends will help you see your trees different.  Newer members are often embarrassed to bring their trees. What 
will they think? This is kind of like adage of everyone puts on their pants the same way...everybody no how far up that lad-
der they are in this craft of bonsai was once beginner and had their share of not so great trees.  Hang out and just 
listen, whether before or after the meeting or at the restaurant over a cup of coffee-you can learn a lot by eavesdropping 
or asking questions.  You are a part of a terrific club with some of the finest artisans in North America, make the most of 
it.  PG 
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Name

 

Juniper Procumbens Nana 

Date Obtained

 

7/22/01  Approx. 
Age 

3 yrs 

Where 
(details)

 

Bonsai Nursery-Denver $7.99 

Style

 

Cascade 

Diary

 

7/22/01 
wired 

Rewire 
4/28/02 

Fert. 6/18/02 Fertilized 
7/04/02 

Wired tip 
7/13/02 

Took off left 
branch at top 

8/02 

Repotted 

4/03 

RMBS Show 

6/04    

Pictures:   

Bonsai Record

 
Winter is a perfect time to update your tree records: 
Below is a sample of a very basic bonsai record I have used for the last several years. (it is a bit 
condensed for the newsletter). With a digital camera and a computer records are pretty much a 
snap.  The pictures are so important, in that they provide visual progress of the tree.  There is 
some down-loadable software designed to help your organize your tree records.  Try,  
WWW.gsbf-bonsai.org/sw.htm.   
Should you  desire a soft copy of the  record below just email me and I will send you a copy.  

http://WWW.gsbf-bonsai.org/sw.htm
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GROWING BONSAI UNDER LIGHTS 

 
Growing bonsai under lights is simple, interesting and exciting.  It s a great way to fulfill your bonsai enthusi-

asm right through the winter months.  Every lamp is a potential garden spot.  
Lamplight, used in conjunction with daylight (light from a window) with the lamp properly placed, will keep 

your plants from turning their backs on you.  The site should be cool and well ventilated with temperatures ideally be-
tween 50  and 70   F.  

Understanding the principles involved will eliminate any doubts about growing indoor under lights.  Combin-
ing fluorescent tubes and incandescent bulbs in a ratio of 3 watts of incandescent bulbs in a ratio of three watts of 
fluorescent to one watt of incandescent will allow you to grow your plants without the benefit of daylight.  This is con-
sidered balanced lighting.    

Fluorescent tubes emit the rays of the blue part of the spectrum and the incandescent bulbs supplies the 
needed rays in the red end of the spectrum.  You produce ideal conditions for plant growth when these two are prop-
erly combined, but plants can be grown for considerable periods under either a fluorescent tube or an incandescent 
bulb.  

The blue light promotes foliage growth and the red light encourages flowering.  Expansive Grow Lites have 
this color combinations, and they are expensive ($1 per fluorescent versus $10-12 per Grow Lite).  Fluorescent lamps 
are easier to use because the leaves of plants can be close to a tube without being shriveled by the heat.  The closer 
to the bulb, the higher the light intensity.  In a case where some supplemental heat is needed without the need of air 
movement, the addition of incandescent bulbs would serve a dual purpose.  Seedlings are best grown under fluores-
cent tubes alone, because they are actually foliage plants.  

Of the many different kinds of fluorescent tubes manufactured, only three are adapted for growing plants un-
der lights:  those known as daylight, coolwhite and white.  White gives more light, which is preferred in the use of 
growing seedlings.  Coolwhite emits more blue rays and is better to use for balanced lighting in conjunction with in-
candescent bulbs.  To a degree, balanced lighting can be approached by using an equal number of coolwhite with 
white when it is impossible to use incandescent or natural daylight.  

In any installation there are two or more ways of increasing light intensity: 1) you can add more lights; 2) 
grow your plants closer to the lights; or 3) add light reflective materials above, below and on the sides.  Where some 
plants are shaded by others and reflective material won t do, add spot lighting.  

Foliage plants grow well with an equal length of day and night (termed day neutral) and as well with a longer 
day than night (termed long day).  Generally a flowering plant will do better in a long day, but there are some that 
need the short day and depend on the period of darkness while its buds are forming (poinsettias and freesias).  

All plants thrive on regularity, so it is important to be consistent with your lighting as well as watering and fer-
tilizing.  Night temperatures are far more important than we realize.  A range of 50

 

to 70

  

F is ideal.  Plants gather 
their needs during the day and utilize them during the night.  This process is helped

 

by the cool temperature during 
the night.  When it is possible,  follow this natural procedure.  A twelve to fourteen hour day has given me satisfactory 
results with azalea, serissa, Kingsville boxwood, Ficus benjamina and nerifolia, bougainvillea, and Chinese plum in 
both cuttings and seed propagation. 

-o0o- 
Reprinted with permission from , newsletter of the Midwest Bonsai Society, October 1997, p. 2. 

Mark Your Calendar for Bonsai Around the World 

February 7 & 8 Craig Coussins RMBS and Northern CO Bonsai Club (watch for further details) 
April 30 May 7 BCI 2006 Shunde City, Foshan China for details www.bci2006.com/ 
June 15-18 ABS Learning Seminar, Saratoga NY for details absbonsai.org/seminars/abs2006 
June 18-19 Rocky Mountain Bonsai Show Denver CO   for details stay tuned to this publication! 
October 3rd International Stone Appreciation Symposium in Harrisburg, PA 
July 10  16- BCI 2007 San Juan, Puerto Rico 

http://www.bci2006.com/


Rocky Mountain Bonsai Society 
PO Box 300651 

Denver CO 80203 

Paullynpaul@msn.com 

Visit our website 
WWW.Rockymtnbonsai.org 


