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Looking Ahead to September  

Jerry Meislik, author of Ficus the Ex-
otic Bonsai will be our special guest 
September 9-11.  .  Jerry is without a 
doubt the leading expert on Ficus! 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW!  

August Programs 

 

Well known for his Candling 
Techniques with Ponderosa.  
Larry Jackel will lead this pro-
gram on Fall Techniques for all 
species.  

Everyone who has a pine (conifer) 
tree is invited to bring it. 

Fall Techniques for All  

Species 

September 5 7 PM

 

Bring a snag of wood or a tree to 
practice jin, shari and carving. 

This workshop will be held at the 
DBG Japanese Garden.  Go to the 
front entrance and request direc-
tions to the workshop.  

Jin, shari & carving  
Workshop 

August 26  9 AM

 

RMBS meets the first Tuesday (7 PM) 
for a program meeting and the last-
Saturday of every month for a work-
shop meeting (9 AM).  Program meet-
ings are held at the Waring House of 
DBG and workshop meetings are 
held at the Japanese Garden of the 
DBG.  

Where Are Your Having Trouble? 
August 1 - 7 PM 

Is there a species you are having trouble with?  A tree you can t figure out 
how to style it! Tree not looking too good?  Not sure about the soil?  Wa-
tering? Bugs?  Bring your tree or your question and a panel of former art-
ist of the year Les Siroky, Don Obsorn, Allan Hills, and Darell Havener 
will be happy to offer help and opinion!  This is sure to be a helpful pro-
gram. 

It is time to pay our member-
ship dues for 2006/2007  

Dues are only $20. per year for 
individuals and $30 for a family. 

Hand  your dues to our Treasure 
Don Willis or mail to:  

Don Willis 
8553 Gray Ct.  
Arvada CO 80003 
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J erry Meislik is Coming to Denver!   
Book Review 

Ficus the Exotic Bonsai

 
By Jerry Meislik   

Have a ficus question?  Should you ever defoliate?  How do you 
shape and style a ficus?  Ficus the Exotic Bonsai is perhaps the 
most comprehensive work on the subject of Ficus used as bonsai. 
The author outlines the Ficus (Fig) family and which varieties are 
best suited for bonsai.  The section on indoor care is especially 
helpful since in the RMBS zone our trees have to be moved indoors 
or into a greenhouse from September to May.   

The book is outlined in such a way that the reader can easily read 
the whole book or pick out a helpful section at a time.  Each sec-
tion has helpful tips on making this species the best it can be.  
Meislik draws from his vast experience in proving instruction on how 
to develop aerial roots.  I found this section especially insightful. 

The book has great pictures so as the author describes each section 
there are pictorial illustrations on each subject.  For example, when 
he writes of grafting techniques it is easy to follow, as he shows 
what he is explaining.  If you have a Ficus this book is well worth 
the two hours it will take you to read . 

Not only is Ficus the Exotic Bonsai in the RMBS library but Jerry is 
coming in September!  Yes September!  Friday and Saturday, Septem-
ber 9 and 10; and Jerry will be at the Denver Botanic Gardens 
September 11!  Wow! What a great opportunity to take your Ficus 
and other tropical skills up a notch.  

Jerry Meislik is Coming to Denver! 

September 9-11 

Saturday and Sunday 

 
Saturday and Sunday will be a work-

shop at Larry Jackel s home @  
4517 S Fairplay, Aurora CO 

 Workshop starts at 9 AM on Saturday 
and 10 AM on Sunday.  The cost of the 
workshop is TBD (to be determined)  If 
interested please sign up at the meeting  

August 1 or September 5  

Because Jerry is a specialist on Ficus we 
will bring in Tiger Bark Ficus trees from 
Florida for this workshops.  As you sign 

up you will have your choice of:   

8 inch pot for $25   

10 inch pot for $50 

12 inch pot for $75 

Trunk sizes correspond to the size of the 
pot.  Steve Goodwin, who has seen  

these trees, believes the 12 inch pot is 
the best value. 

For questions contact either Larry Jackel 
or Steve Goodwin. 

Monday

 

Jerry will be teaching at the DBG at 7 
PM.  The price is $12.  Some of  the 

proceeds will come back to the RMBS!  
All RMBS members are encouraged to 

attend, as we really appreciate the 
DBG s support in helping us to bring in 

top bonsai talent!  
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August 1 Where Are Your Having Trouble? program. 
August 26 Jin, shari and carving workshop. 
September 5 Fall Techniques for all Species program. 
September 9-10 Jerry Meislik workshop. 
September 11 Jerry Meislik and all RMBS members at the DBG! 
September 30- Garden Tour, Barbeque, and select nursery field 
trip in Greeley. 
October 3 Slab Planting demonstration and program everyone 
brings an Fall Color inspiration tree. 
October 28 Limber Pine Grove and Viewing Stone collecting 
field trip. 
November 7 Design Concepts Making Your Tree Larger Than 
Life! 
December 3 Holiday Party   
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