
Mary Kataoka, honorary 
member of the Rocky 
Mountain Bonsai Society, 
former Artist of the Year, 
and widow of our most 
honorable Sensei, Bob 
Kataoka, passed away on 
January 6 of this year.  She 
will be remembered for her 
ability in and mastery of 
the art of bonsai, and 
missed for her friendship 
and generous encourage-
ment to all of our aspiring 
bonsai artists, new mem-
bers and old alike.  Bob 
Kataoka, a founding mem-
ber of the Denver Bonsai 
Club and a founder and 
Sensei to the Junior Club, 
which became the Rocky 
Mountain Bonsai Society, 
was nationally recognized 
as a bonsai master, and 
Mary, his quiet, unassum-
ing partner in all aspects of 
bonsai development, be-

came a skilled bonsaist in 
her own right.  She col-
lected trees with Bob, and 
the two of them, along with 
other original members of 
the Denver Bonsai Club, 
learned how to collect, 
style, and maintain our 
native pines and junipers.  
They studied and adapted 
Japanese techniques for use 
on our native species and in 
our climate, and the skills 
they developed and shared 
are the basis for our suc-
cesses with these species 
today.  With Mary s pass-
ing, we lose our last direct 
connection to the founding 
generation of bonsai pio-
neers in Colorado. 

Mary and Bob are survived 
by their daughter Lilly and 
her family and by their son, 
Glenn Kataoka, and his 
family.  Their daughter 

Lilly and her husband 
Harry Uyeda have been 
members or supporting 
associates of our Society 
for many years, and grand 
daughter Stacy Uyeda, who 
has a young son, Taylor 
Burt, of her own now, 
worked with grandfather 
and grandmother on bonsai 
as she grew up.  We extend 
our sympathies to the 
Kataoka family for their 
loss and our gratitude to 
them for the leadership and 
energy that their family has 
given to the bonsai com-
munity of Colorado. 

                                                                                    
The Rocky Mountain Bon-
sai Society 

In Honor and Memory 
Mary Kataoka 
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How to Select Good Bonsai Material by Les Siroky 

Artist of the Year, Les Siroky, has some tremendous trees that he culled/
found  from local nurseries.  Les will be demonstrating and sharing what 
to look for when going to a nursery. 

Inspiration Tree: Larry Jackel 
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Looking Ahead to May  

May 2  Grasses for Accent Plants by 
Kelly Grumman from Timberline Nurs-
ery! 

Don t miss this timely program it will 
be a big help in developing that accent 
plant for the show. 



Larry Jackel:  Early on in my bonsai hobby, I was interested in having a nice 
display area and built benches to show my trees.  These benches were timber and 
placed in full sun.  The pots and soil got so hot during the summer that by fall, I 
had lost 18 trees to heat related stress.  The heat had totally cooked the roots!    
Since then, I have made it a habit to always keep my pots cool by keeping them 
in contact with the ground and by mulching the surface of each plant during the 
hottest times. 

Will Kerns:  Not leaving the right person in charge of watering while on vaca-
tion. 

Steve Goodwin: Here are my latest in a long line of mistakes.  I m going to say 
that I ve been trying to hold to the theory that I didn t need to learn how to wire 
and that I could just use a clip and grow method.  After attending Craig s work-
shop and demo I m convinced that I need to learn wiring to really be able to 
shape a tree. 

My other mistake was to tell a nameless instructor that I was done wiring when 
there really were more branches to wire.  The unwired branches ended up on the 
floor.  (Of course I m joking here, he only cut off a couple!) 

Paul Gilbert: My biggest mistake (I still have to fight the temptation) is putting 
trees in bonsai pots too early.  The trees I have done this with have almost always 
needed further development and branch ramification. Placing the tree in the pot 
too early brought the growth and development of the tree to a screeching slow 
down!  My impatience has often cost me more time. 

mark on the tree.  This could spoil the 
whole game easily . 

John wants to make a bonsai which is 
about 20 to 30 inches tall and looks 
powerful and yet graceful rather 
soon.  So he starts looking at shrubs 
which are about 30 inches tall.  This 
is not helpful!  He should look at 
shrubs which are 40 to 80 inches tall.  
Otherwise the final tree will probably 
not be powerful . 

Most amateurs would only cut back 
to what they conceive as the ideal 
silhouette of the future bonsai.  This 
is a mistake.  The professional way to  
cut back much further into the crown 
to leave room for future growth.  One 
has to bear that the tree looks uglier 
than before in this state.  If your wife 
says: it looked much better before, 

This thread from Walter is from the IBC 
Gallery .to read the complete article and 
see the pictures, log on to the  internetbon-
saiclub.org. 

Most bonsai enthusiast want a very 
good Japanese maple.  And most 
would want to make it themselves in 
a reasonable time period from raw 
material.  But there is no REAL good 
material in nurseries.  Or is there? 

There are endless rows of trees in 
containers.  It is a very good time 
because most deciduous trees have 
lost their leaves or most of them.  
Since most trees look like rather big 
shrubs it is very important to look at 
the base of everything.  Do not look 
at the crown!  It may seem way to 
high .. 

Make sure there is definitely no graft 

you ruined it, it looks like an ugly 
broom!  It is just right! 

One could now put the tree back into 
the old container and leave it alone 
for another year.  This is what is rec-
ommended to the average bonsai en-
thusiast who wants to be safe .a 
growing pot should be deep enough 
to be able to plant the tree at the right 
level.      
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How to Find Good Raw Material in a Nursery Walter Pall 

If your wife says: it looked 
much better before, you 
ruined it, it looks like an 
ugly broom!  It is just right 
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been sure what to do with it!  Bring it 
on April 29, to the DBG at 9 AM    

(In case of inclement weather ask at 
the front gate where the RMBS work-
shop is being held).  It really helps 
big time to hear from your bonsai 

buddies how they would style your 
tree.  You will, without a doubt, see a 
perspective or idea that you did not 
think of or see on your own.  

You know that terrific tree you 
picked up on that field trip to the Ala-
meda Nursery????  Bring it with to 
the workshop for it s first styling.  
Maybe you were not able to make the 
field trip bring a tree that you re-
cently picked up at a nursery or the 
tree that has been setting in your col-
lection for a while, but you haven t 

Select some terrific bonsai material 
from the Alameda Wholesale Nurs-
ery at about half of what you would 
pay for retail. 

You won t want to miss this fun and 
exciting time of choosing some ex-
cellent material.    If you are inexperi-
enced at choosing material,  have no 
fear, there will be plenty of help and 
you are sure to come away with a 
future specimen. 

Here s the scoop:  We will all meet 
at the Alameda Wholesale Nursery at 
1950 W Dartmouth Ave in Engle-
wood at 9 AM sharp!  This is not a 
public nursery so we must enter 
with   our   club    President   Darell   

Havener who has a commercial ac-
count with his arbor service business.  
The nursery requires that we stay 
together as a group and all questions 
relative to material are to be directed 
to Darell or his assistant.  We will be 
able to shop/spy out trees:-) in the 
nursery from 9 to 10:30 AM. 

You are welcome to buy as much 
material as you care to or as much as 
you can haul home in your own vehi-
cle.  You may pay by cash, credit 
card or check. (All receipts will be 
made out in the name of Darell s 
business.)  

From the 2003 Show

 

Limber Pine 
from the Kawahara Family 

This Ponder-
osa near 
Buena Vista 
was struck 
by lighting.  
Note- the 
curved 
branches on 
the left. 

This Wind-
swept Doug 
Fir stands 
alone as a 
sentry on a 
cliff over-
looking Blue 
Mesa Res-
ervoir near 
Gunnison 
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Workshop  - April 29 First Sty ling of Nursery Stock

 
Nursery Field Trip Saturday April 22 9 AM 

Inspiration Trees (See a great native tree in the Rockies that inspires you?  Send it to me-we will 
publish as many as possible! 

It really helps big time to hear 

from your bonsai buddies how 

they would style your tree

  

RMBS meets the first Tuesday (7 
PM) for a program meeting and the 
third Saturday of every month for a 
workshop meeting (9 AM).  Program 
meetings are held at the Waring 
House of DBG and workshop meet-
ings are held at the Japanese Gar-
den of the DBG.  




