
 

April 5  Improving Nebari during Repotting with Alan Hills  

This is sure to be a helpful and important program as Alan Hills  teaches and demonstrates repot-
ting and other techniques for improving nebari.  Also Alan will demonstrate his use of a tourniquet 
as a means of creating root structure and nebari.  

April 19  What Makes a Great Bonsai?  Larry Jackel 

Should our trees look like a tree in nature? Should our trees look like other bonsai?  You wont 
want to miss this informative slide show by Larry Jackel and group discussion on What Makes a 
Great Bonsai?

  

April 30th Workshop at the DBG Workshop -Featuring the Crimson Barberry 

You wont want to miss this time of learning to style a Crimson Barberry.  The Barberrys are a 
species than can be developed into a respectable bonsai in a relatively short period of time.  This 
workshop comes with a tree ready to be styled!  Workshop is available for $5. for RMBS Members 
and $20. for guests.  Bring your own pot, soil and supplies.  Suggested pot would be an oval or 
rectangular in shape  no less than 2 inches deep and no less than 10 inches wide. 

 

A p r i l P r o g r a m s  

Editorial Musings 

Dont forget to snap pictures of your trees...the art 
of bonsai requires great patience.   Snapping 
before and after pictures and several pics each 

year really helps in the development of this difficult 
virtue, patience.  When you look back at the pic-
tures you will be amazed at the progress the tree is 
making.  Pictures also help to see the tree in a dif-
ferent light...is the foliage triangular in shape?  Is 
one branch over-powering the others?  Is the ramifi-
cation visible?  In this regard, digital cameras are 
wonderful. I just cut and paste my  before and after 
pictures in my Tree Records, so in addition to   
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Looking Toward May! 

Note there is no meeting 
May 3.  

May 17 Panel Critique of 
Pines and Evergreens from 
former Artists of the Year. 

when I last repotted the tree, etc. I have a pic of what the 
tree looked like before it s last hair cut. PG  

RMBS Meetings: 
Meetings for the RMBS are held at 7:30pm on 
the first and third Tuesday of each month.  
Meetings are held at the Waring House directly 
south of the Denver Botanic Gardens.  Most 
folks show up around 7 to share ideas, brain-
storm, and get some expert advice on a certain 
tree. 
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Watch and prune trees coming out of the cold room it is critical to know each species and each individual 
plant.  Some trees (Japanese Maples) need pruned daily. 

On the Japanese Maples as soon as the first two leaves come out, I pinch the stem between the two leaves. 

Determine how you want to shape the tree you can let the branch get longer if you want to fatten the stem, 
otherwise, cut after two leaves form on the stems (i.e. Crepe Myrtle and Trident Maples) 

Native plants that are starting to leaf out, need to be covered or brought into the garage on real cold nights.  I 
place both plastic and a towel over the plants.  One needs to exercise care, if you use the towel alone it can 
stick to the plants. 

If plants are coming out early, I try to get them in the sun as much as 
possible to harden the leaves then, bring them back in. 

Leaves that are grown in the shade are thinner and can sunburn easily 
and the tips curl when they are not watered properly.   

W h a t Ji m R o b i n so n d o e s w i t h h i s t r e e s i n A p r i l 

 

Dick Meleney - Repotting 
and Root Pruning Work-
shop  April 2,  from 9-12 
Dick has invited anyone who 
would like to do some repot-
ting to his home - 7354 S  

Costilla Ct. Littleton,  

303-794-5412.  See Map   

RO C KY M O U N T A I N BO N SA I SO C I ET Y 

Dont get discouraged when you 
lose a tree!  Learn as much as you 
can and start again  Jim Robinson 
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REMINDERS!   

All library books are due back 
at theApril meeting! 

You can receive your  newslet-
ter by email!!!! 

Just let me know-
Paullynpaul@MSN.com 
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U.S. NATIONAL ARBORETUM
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Dave Meleney presents a terrific  inspiration 
tree at a recent meeting. 

http://WWW.ABSBONSAI.ORG


The process works great for most intermediate training, 
but I go back to the classical wiring method to get final 
refinements, the difference is it is only necessary to do 
some of the small outer branches.  The large main 
branches are usually in place and require no further work.  
I find it a great design tool because it forces the limbs to a 
flat plane so, anything that doesn't belong, can be taken 
out.          

The only chemical reaction I have observed is the electrolysis 
between the galvanized wire and the copper as they touch.  I 
don't use aluminum wire so I can't speak to that.   I have used 
this method on my Elephant bush (Portulacaria afra), Weeping 
fig (Ficus benjamina), Siberian elm (Ulmus pimula), all of my juni-
pers and pines.  I see no 
reason why this method 
can't be used on other spe-
cies.  I you have any worry 
that the galvanization will 
create a detrimental chemi-
cal reaction to your trees, 
experiment on some of your 
less valuable ones to make 
sure it is safe. 

Lou DeHerrera, a former Artist of the 
Year and one of the outstanding artist 
in the RMBS 

As with most of us I have used  of 
the traditional wiring methods to 
achieve the basic limb pad (starting 
at the branch next to the trunk, 
laying out the coils of wire in de-

creasing gauges until you reach the smallest branches at 
the end of the limb to form an arrowhead pattern).  
Because I have so many trees in training there was just 
not enough time to wire them all using this method.  I 
looked around for a faster way of establishing a leaf pad.  
Using bamboo rods along the bottom of the limbs then 
adding more in cross patterns then tying the limbs to 
this scaffold worked well; but, after construction  didn't 
save much time.  I picked up some hardware cloth (a 
galvanized wire laid out in square grid patterns of 1/8", 
1/4", or 1/2 increments available in most hardware/
home stores) that I had been using for laying across the 
drain holes in my pots for keeping the soil from washing 
away, and placed it under the limb I was working on.   

I tied it in under close to the middle of the limb just to 
keep the grid in place and  then tied each branch with 
the use of copper wire bobby pins  (a length of wire 
bent in half to form a U shape) sent over each branch 
and around a portion of the grid then bent around to 
keep it there.  When completed, the entire branch was 
held flat in the desired arrowhead shape  and I did it  in 
1/3 the time it would taken the other way.   

Forming branches quickly with the help of hardware cloth 
by Lou DeHerrera 
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Coming Programs 
May 3     (No program - meeting space not available at DBG) 

May 17 Waring Hosue Panel Critique/Styling Suggestions: Pines and Evergreens  w/past Artists of the Year 

June 7, Waring House How to Prepare Your Trees, Stands and Accent Plants for the Bonsai Show mini-
program and Blue Atlas Cedar  

June 18-19, DBG    Bonsai Show -Mitchell Hall 

June 21, Waring House  RMBS President s program Introduction to Bonsai

 

July 5, Waring House My Favorite Bonsai  bring your favorite bonsai with a stand from your collection.  
Although it may not be perfect, it s still your favorite.  Tell us why at this fun show 
and tell.

 

July 19, Waring House My Favorite Viewing Stone  bring your favorite Suiseki for a viewing and discussion of 
this increasingly popular art form. 

Note: In 2006 we will have one excellent program per month, as opposed to the two we have now! 


