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SAVE THE DATE 
Saturday, April 30th  

WŜǊǊȅ aƻǊǊƛǎΩ DŀǊŘŜƴκ.ŀŎƪȅŀǊŘ 
845 Dudley Street / Lakewood 

 

WEB L INKS   

www.rockymtnbonsai.org  

www.coloradobonsai.com 

www.bonsaitoolchest.com 

www.Bonsai2012.org 

American Bonsai Society 

www.absbonsai.org  

Bonsai Clubs International  
www.bonsai-bci.com 

National Bonsai Federation 
www.bonsai-nbf.org 

 

Rocky Mountain Bonsai Society 
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Volume 42 | Issue 4  

 

4ÒÏÐÉÃÁÌ 4ÒÅÅ !ÎÁÌÙÓÉÓ  
Moderated by Darell Havener, Mark Mills and Charlie Sisk 

 

 

Tropical trees are great in our personal bonsai collections, but they present a dual 
challenge to us in Colorado.  How do we provide the right growing conditions for them?  
And what should our artistic vision for them be?   No the books on tropical bonsai have 
been written by Colorado bonsai artist.  Most authors are from southern California, Florida 
or Japan.   So what should we do here?   Answer: Show us your tropical bonsai plants at this 
meeting and share your experience.   

You are welcome to bring in either a finished bonsai or a tree in training.  It can be a tree 
you are pleased with or something you are struggling with.  Ask your questions about 
styling, but the panel will focus as much on horticulture as much as styling.   So bring in a 
couple of plants and be prepared to share your growing conditions ς Water, soil, light, 
temperature, fertilizer, pest problems and training practices.  

Several members bought Tiger Bark Ficus at the Jerry Meislik workshop in September 2006, 
so it would be nice to see some of them.  However, we want to help with other species as 
well.  Please bring in a tropical bonsai to share with the membership during this 
program.   Please join us at 7:00pm on Tuesday, April 5th at The Denver Garden Clubhouse 
located at 1556 Emerson Street.   

 
"ÏÎÓÁÉ &ÏÒÍÁÌ $ÉÓÐÌÁÙ 

 by Brandon Pham 
Brandon Pham will be bringing one of his favorite trees and will be leading the discussion 
on how he has styled it and plans for future development.  Brandon has been a member of 
RMBS for the past four (4) years and has been developing a nice collection of bonsai trees.    

3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙ 3ÔÕÄÙ 'ÒÏÕÐ ɀ ! 'ÒÅÁÔ 4ÕÒÎÏÕÔȦ 
Last Saturday we had a great turnout for our first άSaturday Study GroupΩ and these are a 
few of the pictures of our Master artists ς Alan Hills, Jerry Morris, Larry Jackel and Charlie 
Sisk ς taking us to that next level with coaching and sharing their expertise with some of 
our emerging artists. It was a perfect Colorado morning in ToddΩs backyard garden and 
start to experience Springtime in the Rockies! 

 

http://www.rockymtnbonsai.org/
http://www.coloradobonsai.com/
http://www.bonsai2012.org/
http://www.absbonsai.org/
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                 Paul Gilbert   
           RMBS President 
 

 

 
  

2-"3 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȭÓ -ÅÓÓÁÇÅ 

A note from RMBS President: 
 
Reading the book about Dan Robinson (Gnarly Branches), and reading 

a blog from Walter Pall, just got me to thinking a little bit about 

styling of trees and to question if too much in made about style. 

 

²ŀƭǘŜǊ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΣ ά! ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ L ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ 

Kimura.  Among other things I asked him 'you have started what now 

has become modern bonsai style. How and why did this happen?' He 

answered along the lines 'I have started nothing; I always did and do 

traditional bonsai'. He apparently was not ready to comment further 

on this subject.   

 

Ryan Neil, who has studied under Kimura for 6 years a very recently 

said something along these lines: 'In Japan the subject bonsai styles 

(in the sense of movements is not discussed all. They just do bonsai. 

They don't discuss whether bonsai is an art form or not.' Ryan, while 

quite open about any subject, seemed to not want to speak about 

bonsai styles either. Boon, one of the present stars in American 

bonsai is quoted as saying on many occasions 'this discussion about 

bonsai styles is totally superfluous and counterproductive. There are 

ƴƻ ōƻƴǎŀƛ ϥǎǘȅƭŜǎϥΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƎƻƻŘ ōƻƴǎŀƛ ƻǊ ōŀŘ ōƻƴǎŀƛΦϥέ 

 

In the Rocky Mountains we have some of the best inspiration for 

bonsai in the world.  Breathe deeply as you drive through the 

mountains and see huge, aged pines (Ponderosa, Limber, Pinion, 

Lodgepole, and Bristlecone -they all live in Colorado).  Take pictures 

and notice the results of wind, snow load and fierce storms. Each tree 

tells a story.  That is exactly was good bonsai do!  All good bonsai tell 

a story.  So maybe forget more about informal upright, semi-cascade 

etc. etc. and work with you tree to tell a story!  A story that takes the 

viewer someplace!  To a time, to a place, to a memory.   Make every 

ǘǊŜŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ōƻƴǎŀƛ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜΧǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘǊŜŜ ȅƻǳ ŎƘƻǎŜ ǘƻ 

make it the best it can be!  

IŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƻ ƎƻƻŘ ōƻƴǎŀƛΗ 

Warmheartedly, 

Paul Gilbert 
(970) 330-7991 
paullynpaul@msn.com  

Book Review: 
Gnarly Branches, Ancient Trees (The Life and 
Works of Dan Robinson ς Bonsai Pioneer)  
by Will Hiltz. 

This hot off the press book traces the life of 
Dan Robinson as it relates to his contribution 
to American bonsai.  Dan was without a 
doubt a pioneer in his styling of trees; going 
for the naturalist look as opposed to 
conventional bonsai wisdom, he was not 
afraid to use a chain saw or be ruggedly 
individualistic.   

The story traces his controversial 
demonstration years, as well as, his out of 
the box artistic views.  What really comes 
through the book is whether you like his style 
of not, few have ever been as passionate 
about bonsai as Dan Robinson. 

Even without reading, if you want to look at 
pictures of trees and the life of a brilliant 
bonsai artist and be inspired, this book is 
worth the time.  The styling of the trees will 
expand your horizons as to the artistic 
possibilities. The pictures are beautiful and 
the styling is worth pondering, looking and 
relooking.  If you want to see trees that are 
ƴƻǘ ŘƻƴŜ ōȅ άǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪέ ŀƴŘ ȅŜǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ 
fantastic bonsai quality, check out this book. 

One of the most enjoyable parts of the book 
for me was, learning of our ƻǿƴ [ŀǊǊȅ WŀŎƪŜƭΩǎ 
ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ 5ŀƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ   Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ άŀǎ ƛǊƻƴ 
ǎƘŀǊǇŜƴǎ ƛǊƻƴέ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǎǇǳǊǊƛƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ 
other into new growth and heights in bonsai.  

The two forged a relationship that each is 
better for.   

We are pleased to say Dan Robinson will be 

one of the headliners at Visions of the 
American West convention, June 2012. 

Gnarly Branches was generously donated to 
the RMBS library by Mark Mills and is 
available for check out at our April meeting. 

  
 

mailto:paullynpaul@msn.com
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DATE/TIME  DISPLAY / SPECIES TALK MEETING TOPIC / PROGRAM SATURDAY STUDY GROUP 
Tuesday, JAN 4th 

7:00PM to 9:00PM 
 

Garden Clubhouse 
1556 Emerson 

BONSAI FORMAL DISPLAY 
by 

Walter Buck 

BONSAI FROM A CHINESE 

PERSPECTIVE 
by 

Paul Gilbert  

Tuesday, FEB 1st 
7:00PM to 9:00PM 

 
Garden Clubhouse 

1556 Emerson 

BONSAI FORMAL DISPLAY  

by 
Paul Gilbert 

WINTER SILHOUETTE 
by 

Charlie Sisk  

Tuesday, MAR 1st  
7:00PM to 9:00PM 

 
Garden Clubhouse 

1556 Emerson 

BONSAI FORMAL DISPLAY  
by 

Todd Schlafer 

BONSAI TREE SLANT STYLE  
by 

Will Kerns  

Saturday, MAR 26th 
9:00AM to 11:30AM 

 
wa.{ aŜƳōŜǊΩǎ 
Backyard/Garden   

SATURDAY STUDY GROUP 
Todd SchlaferΩǎ DŀǊŘŜƴκ.ŀŎƪȅŀǊŘ 

918 Zenobia Street/ Denver 

 
Tuesday, APR 5th  
7:00PM to 9:00PM 

 
Garden Clubhouse 

1556 Emerson 

BONSAI FORMAL DISPLAY   
by 

Brandon Pham 

TROPICAL TREE ANALYSIS  
by 

 Darell Havener  

Saturday, APR 30th  
9:00AM to 11:30AM 

 
wa.{ aŜƳōŜǊΩǎ 
Backyard/Garden   

SATURDAY STUDY GROUP 
Jerry MorrisΩ DŀǊŘŜƴκ.ŀŎƪȅŀǊŘ 
845 Dudley Street / Lakewood 

 

Tuesday, MAY 3rd  
7:00PM to 9:00PM 

 
Garden Clubhouse 

1556 Emerson 

BONSAI FORMAL DISPLAY  

by 
Neal Murphy 

PINES OF COLORADO  
by 

 Larry Jackel  

Saturday, MAY 28th  
9:00AM to 11:30AM 

 
wa.{ aŜƳōŜǊΩǎ 
Backyard/Garden   

SATURDAY STUDY GROUP 
¢ŜǊǊƛƭ {ŀƳǳŜƭǎƻƴΩǎ Garden/Backyard 

20650 Parker Vista Circle / Parker 
 

Tuesday, JUN 7th   
7:00PM to 9:00PM 

 
Garden Clubhouse 

1556 Emerson 

BONSAI FORMAL DISPLAY  

by 
Terril Samuelson 

SHOW PREPARATION AND BONSAI 

FROM SEEDLINGS 
by 

Darrel Whitley  

Friday, Saturday & 
Sunday 

JUN 17th thru 19th 
Denver Botanic 

Gardens 

ANNUAL RMBS SHOW 

  

Saturday, JUN 25th  
9:00AM to 11:30AM 

 
wa.{ aŜƳōŜǊΩǎ 
Backyard/Garden   

SATURDAY STUDY GROUP 
Mark MillsΩ Garden/Backyard 

 / Lakewood 
 

2011 (JAN thru JUN]  / UPCOMING MEETINGS/EVENTS  
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Denver, Colorado 
2012 ABS/BCI Convention 

June 21st thru June 23rd , 2012 

 
denver botanic gardens history 

 
It began as the dream of local gardeners, botanists and civic 

leaders to build an oasis in the middle of the city. 

It became a reali ty in 1951 when members of the Colorado 
Forestry and Horticulture Association incorporated as the 
non-prof it Botanical Gardens Foundation of Denver and 
hired legendary landscape architect Saco R. DeBoer to 
create a 15-year master plan.  

The following year, the City of Denver designated 100 
acres in City Park as the site for Denver Botanical Gardens 
(as i t was cal led in the early 1950s) which were formally 
dedicated in 1954. However, the Gardens were unfenced 
and 'night diggers' stole and trampled plants, causing the 
Board of Trustees to look for a more secure site. 

By 1958, the combined efforts of private cit izens and the 
City and County of Denver set forth a plan that would 
eventual ly transform an old cemetery located on York 
Street between east 9th and 11th Avenues into one of the 
country's largest and finest botanic gardens. 

The first planting at the York Street site began in 1959 
and included roses, annuals, ir ises, dayl il ies, peonies, 
tulips, crocus and narcissus.  

In 1966, the Boettcher Memorial Tropical Conservatory at 
the Gardens was dedicated. With the addition of th is new 
indoor facil ity, which contained tropical and subtropical 
plants, Denver Botanic Gardens became a year-round 
attract ion.  

Located in the middle of the Mile High City, Denver 
Botanic Gardens was one of the first gardens in the 
country to emphasize native plants and to champion 
environmentally responsible practices, such as water 
conservation and biological control of pests. 

Today, Denver Botanic Gardens continues this tradition at 

three unique sites: Denver Botanic Gardens, Denver 
Botanic Gardens at Chatfield and Mount Goliath.  
Each of these demonstrates the varied ecosystems of 
Colorado. 

Most of all, Denver Botanic Gardens offers spectacular 
plant displays, unlimited opportunities for l ifelong 
learning and research that help preserve Colorado's 
precious natural resources. 

 

 
 
 

 THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR ADVERTISERS  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

http://www.botanicgardens.org/content/denver-botanic-gardens-york-street
http://www.botanicgardens.org/content/denver-botanic-gardens-chatfield
http://www.botanicgardens.org/content/denver-botanic-gardens-chatfield
http://www.botanicgardens.org/content/denver-botanic-gardens-mount-goliath

