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April 3, 2007 at 7 PM

Short Program on Repotting-Allan Hills will focus on what to
bring to the April Repotting Workshop

Inspiration Tree: Will Kerns

Green Elephant Auction— with Darell and Paul!

You won'’t want to miss the ever popular and gregarious White, Green
(whatever color you call it) Auction. Bring your plants, pots, books,
whatever you want to sell. Oh, and don’t forget your checkbook be-
cause RMBS doesn’t take VISA. 10% of the proceeds go to RMBS
the rest goes in your pocket.

Our First Workshop of 2007

Workshop has been rescheduled for Saturday March 24.
There will be no workshop on March 31
All spaces in the morning session (9 AM - 12 Noon) have been reserved.
A session for the afternoon has been added from 1 PM to 4 PM.
There are 7 spaces available in the afternoon session.

To reserve your place at the workshop contact Les Siroky at

303-969-2616 (work), 303-469-0533
(home).

Tree provided to work on will be Buxus
Microphylla species/ Box or Boxwood.
Place: 12355 W 34th Place, Wheat Ridge,
CcO

Cost of the workshop to club members is
$50.

Fee includes all material (plant, wire, pot)
and instruction by Harold Sasaki.

Society

Rocky Mountain Bonsai

- RMBS meets the first Tuesday at 7 PM for a program meeting and the last Saturday of H
1 every month for a workshop meeting 9 AM. (Our first workshop in 2007 is in March) .

1 at the Japanese Garden of the DBG.

E Program meetings are held at the Waring House of DBG and workshop meetings are held z



The All Important Apex

By Dave Bogan, President
The Greater Evansville Bonsai Society

The apex or top of a bonsai tree is a very important
aspect of the tree design.

| think the apex is a very confusing and mis-
represented portion of the tree. Every bonsai book
published tells of creating or wiring up a single branch
which will be now known as the apex. Is this what we
really want for an apex? | must admit, several of my
trees have this single leader apex and | plan to
change them this spring.

If we look at the trees in nature, only the solitary pine
tree has a single leader apex. If we want a better
looking tree and one which is more natural, we need
to rethink this apex rule.

In order to deviate from this procedure, we must think
rounded top. True, we can still bring a single leader
up for the apex but we need to retain additional
braches in this area. Ultimately one leader will still be
dominant but it will have several side branches grow-
ing slightly upward and almost of the same height.
This is partially why | preach keeping more branches
in the top third or forth of the tree and their point of
emergence is not as important. The combination of all
the upper branches will create a rounded appearance
and give our tree a more natural look.

Ever after we have create our apex, it will be the hard-
est area of the tree to maintain. Upper growth domi-
nance of trees will make it grow faster and stronger.
You will continually need to prune and pinch this area
to maintain a full, but yet un-crowded look. In many
trees, at some point in the future, you will probably
need to again hard prune this area or at least thin it
out. These branches will continue to increase in size.
Slowly becoming too heavy in appearance and in size
based on the lower areas. With this in mind, don’t
neglect this area and keep it thinned out occasionally.
(used by permission)

RMBS let’s talk about this thought provoking arti-
cle....Do you agree? Disagree?

Why? Why not?

Send your responses to Paullynpaul@msn.com

Are there other topics you would like to see discussed
or articles you would like to see in the future editions
of the RMBS newsletter? This is your newsletter, let's
make it the best it can be!
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Who isyour mentor ?

John Naka writes in the Author’s Words (forward),
| want to thank my great silent teachers—The Si-
erra Nevada mountains, the Mojave desert, the
Monterey Coast, the Sequoia National Park here in
a California, and also the Rocky Mountains of Colo-
rado, my birth place. They have offered a multi-
tude of bonsai models for me. | was indeed fortu-
nate to have such a golden opportunity to explore,
observe and be influenced by those fantastic and
diversified trees, such as the Bristlecone Pines,
Limber Pines, Ponderosa Pines, California Juni-
pers, the Cypress, the Giant Sequoias, the Oaks
and many other species.

Nothing can take the place of walking among the
trees as John Naka alludes; however, there are
times we need to ask a buddy for advice. This next
month we are hoping to compile a list of RMBS
members who would be willing to provide some
coaching and advice on some specific species of
trees. (Most of us know more about one or two
species than we do others). If you would be willing
to have your name on such a list that newer mem-
bers who need some advice can call, then let Paul
Gilbert (Paullynpaul@msn.com) or Susi Gallagher
(susan_gallagher@comcast.net) know of your will-
ingness and what species you are most comfort-
able with providing advice! Thanks!

FRIENDS OF THE JAPANESE GARDEN

Join a new group dedicated to learning about and
improving the Japanese Garden at DBG. Hands
on, traditional techniques will be demonstrated and
used by all volunteers as we work in the garden.

DATES

Sat. April 14 8 am to noon
Sat. July 12 8 am to noon
Sat. Sept. 8 8 am to noon
Sat. Nov. 10 8 am to noon

Bring a sack lunch and join the staff for lunch after
we finish work. For more info call Larry Jackel at
303 693 2991

ROCKY MOUNTAIN BONSAI SOCIETY




The next 3 months of ‘07

April

4/20/07 9 AM The Rocky Mountain Rock
Garden Society is having it's plant sale at
Denver Botanic Gardens. This can be a great
source for some very unique and sometimes
hard to get accent plants.

4/28/07 Workshop: Repotting -Terril
Samuelson 9 AM at the DBG

May

5/1/07 Developing an excellent Cascade
style bonsai with Lou DeHerra

Inspiration Tree: Darell Havener
5/26/07 Workshop: Show Tune Up
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June
Father’s Day Show June 15-17

6/19/07 President’s Meeting— Our presi-
dent Darell Havener will plan a special
program for our new members!

American Bonsai Society Annual Convention
(Learning Seminars)

June 21-24 at the Cavalier Hotel in Virginia Beach
VA. For registration information visit

www.ABShonsai.org. For hotel reservations call

[LAAS-AALLA LA A d i b gt

800-466-8199.

Wax on—Wax Off (waxing not so eloguently)

Okay some parts of my family think that | am a lit-
tle weird with my love of “little trees”...hee hee they
snicker...then discuss, “it must have been some-
thing in his childhood or some vitamin deficiency
that causes him to do cruel and unusual things to a
poor helpless tree.”

“Cruel and unusual punishment” huh? At first |
laughed along...”yah | am in to cruel and unusual
punishment of trees”....No, no, no...a thousand
times no. | am into exposing the character of a
tree! | am into displaying it as a work of art (well
most of the time)! | am helping the tree shout “hey
look at me, | am a creation of beauty, | am BON-
SAI'™ Through bonsai an ordinary shrub becomes
an object of art, beauty and inspiration.

Wax on...my son....the same thing true of bonsai,
is true of you and me. Character is developed dur-
ing the tough times of our lives, through winds of
adversity, through pruning, through choosing to get
better instead of bitter. Beauty isn’t an accident it
is persevering even when times are tough! (PAG).
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http://www.ABSbonsai.org

Have some trees to sell? Pots, Tools, etc?
Why not run an ad in the RMBS newsletter.
Your ad will go to a targeted audience of
Bonsai lovers!

A 2x3 insert is $5. for 1 issue, $10 for 3 issues, and $18 for 6
issues and $30 for the year.

A 3 x4 insert is $10 for 1 issue , $20 for 3, $36 for 6 and
$60 for the year.
For details, call Paul Gilbert 970-371-0614 or

Rocky Mountain

Bonsai Society

Founded in 1969
Published Monthly
Visit the RMBS web site at:

WWW.Rockymtnbonsai.org
Email: Paullynpaul@msn.com

PO Box 300651
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Your Ad
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